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Cruise Passenger Travel Grows 8 Percent; New York and Galveston Post Big Gains

The top ten cruise lines carried 8.3 million passengers on 3,840 North American cruises in 2003,
up 8 percent over 2002, the U.S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) reported today.

The highest growth rates among the top ten departure ports occurred in New York and
Galveston, which recorded increases of 45 percent and 39 percent respectively in 2003.
However, the traffic remains heavily concentrated at the major departure ports, which are located
in Florida. Miami, Port Canaveral, and Fort Lauderdale accounted for 49 percent of the total
cruise passenger traffic.

Overall, 72 percent of the total passengers recorded for 2003 chose Caribbean and Bahamas
destinations. However, Alaska passed the Southern Caribbean as the fourth most popular
destination in 2003. The significant growth in popularity of Western Caribbean cruises continued
in 2003, with that destination accounting for 35 percent of the total traffic, up 19 percent from
2002.

The figures are part of a statistical series issued quarterly by MARAD on U.S. cruise
passenger traffic, with data for the 10 major cruise lines operating cruise ships with a capacity
greater than 750 passengers. With the completion of 2003, MARAD now has available a three-
year time series of data on North American cruise passenger traffic. Along with the cruise line
and vessel name, the record for each cruise in the database contains the number of passengers
carried, sailing date and departure port, destination, cruise length and ship capacity.

Inquiries regarding the data should be made to the U.S. Maritime Administration, Office
of Statistical & Economic Analysis, 400 Seventh Street, SW, Room 8107, Washington, DC
20590, Telephone: (202) 366-2287, FAX: (202) 366-8886, E-mail: data.marad@marad.dot.gov
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